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ABSTRACT

Currently foreign language learning in generaltiwg skills development in particular has strontgrio solving
social problems in the society. Learner-centeredingr classes where the principles of modern conipation are
implemented through active teacher-to-student andkest-to-student interaction, a number of deepemnisconceptions
established in the society for time immemorial gt at least rudimentary remedial solutions. Act@ly, the major
objective of this study was to investigate the eite which both writing instructors and studentd@voured in alleviating
gender-biased dictions on both impromptu and exteenpeous essays produced for a variety of purpd$esstudy was
designed largely in harmony with the principlesgofintitative method. Consequently, the researcbeiddd to employ
sample essays written by the students and quesii@snadministered to both Advanced Writing Skilsirse instructors
and students who were taking the course as majargithering tools. For the purpose of triangufativowever, semi-
structured interviews conducted with both writimgtructors and students were used as additionaladdiecting tools to
get qualitative data. In like manner, 58.3 % of Haenple essays which were written by the studemtsisted of male
referenced topics such as “Everyone h@&sown way”. In using pronouns, 66.6% of the essaytensi used masculine
pronouns (he/him) more frequently to represent Isettes. Similarly, while they were using commonmB2.5% of the
writers did not give attention to appropriate geridé expressions that suit both sexes. In furihgestigation, 75.8% of
the writers preferred to select male major characach as Haile Gebresillassie, Tilahun Gessétsdom Araaya, PM
Meles Zenawi, inter-alia., in their biographicabags. The other mind striking finding was that 86f4he respondents
utilized the occupation titles such as enginedot,ppresident, etc., to refer to only males. Whanlook into the data from
the instructors’ questionnaire, 50% of them condéichthat they did not frequently guide their studdrmw they had to use
appropriate gender-fair expressions when they predlwarious types of essays. In the same way, dteftbm students’
guestionnaires revealed that instructors of thesmulid not give any guideline as to how they hadide appropriate
gender expressions. Further, the data collectedigfirinterview indicated that most writing instrarst considered gender-
unfair expressions on students’ writing as merefyr@blem of diction. In conclusion, the issue ofider in the course,

Advanced Writing Skills classes in four of the wmisities selected for this study, has not yet glbattention.
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